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The DiMartino family patriarch, Alberto
DiMartino, immigrated to the United States
through Ellis Island at 16 years old in 1893,
leaving his entire family behind in Gragnano,
Italy. Through a series
of events, he started to
train at the McAlpin
Hotel in New York City
as a shave cup boy.
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left: Ray DiMartino and his son Michael, who continues to run W.R. Rayson today.
right: Michael’s parents, Wilma, after whom the company is named, and
Ray DiMartino.

Ray retired in the 1980s. Michael built a
state-of-the-art manufacturing facility in
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W.R. Rayson’s signature Jumbo End
Wraps are a staple in salons around
the world.

hard to pronounce. So, the W.R. represents
the initials of Michael's mother—Wilma R.—
while Rayson stands for Ray and son.

What about the next 50 years? “Rayson will
continue to provide quality products
and excellent customer service to
beauty industry professionals, as we
have done for the past 50 years,” says
Michael. “As a small business, we are
more adaptable to the constant
changes within the professional
beauty industry, and we work
continuously on new product
development.”

The company is planning a 50th
Anniversary party at its headquarters in
Burgaw, NC, in October. Michael has
established a trust to carry Rayson into the
next generation. As he always says, “Friends
are the family we choose’

Contact Wendy Watts, vice president—

administration at 910-259-8100 or

wwatts@wrrayson.com. Visit wrrayson.com.
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